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ASK TAX EXENPT
~ TOGIVE STIMULUS
TOHOME BUILDING

Urged as Remedy for Short-
age at Public Hearin_g
on Housing.

DISTRICT LAND QUESTIGN
IS BROADLY DISCUSSED

Many Vacant Lots Are Pointed
Out Upon Which Property
Could Be Built.

Exemption of new homes from taxa-
tion for a number of years as a means
. of stimulating the erection of houses
ir  Washington was advocated by
speakers at the opening of the public
learing on housing in the boardroom
ol the District bullding today.
i3, W. Oyster, formerly in the Dis-
rious states. THey conclude their
1lie government would stop “fining™
people in the form of taxation for
juiting improvements on vacant land
“‘we would get the houses we need to
Jelieve the shortage.”
The hearing opened with a discus-
eion of the land guestion, led by Wil-
jiam Deane Ham, chalrman of the sub-

«cmmittee on the subject. When the
noon recess wus taken the meeting
was discussing the bulldinz material
situation.

Heavy Mortgages Carried.

Mr. Ham, in reporting for the land
wunmiltee, asserted that there are
Juany lurge tracts of vacant land in the
Iristrict, some of which are mortgaged
#lmost up to their present value. Mak-
ing of loans on idle land in the Dis-
1rict is holding back bullding activities,
Mr, llam contended.

The chairman of the subcommby e
vin land farther declar>d that lotg = |
1these undeveloped tracis were s,
Jears ago at high proees in antic

pation of what they are worth toda,
Later in the henring it was testl.
fied that he pald §2.000 for two lots
in the northwest nihetesn ye*ars ago
and today he is only offered §1,500
for them. Mr. Ham sald thig lllus-

» 1ration demonstrated his point.

Seea Lower Value.

Mrs. Ell Helmick, chairman of the
«ommissioners’ housing committes,
interposed to express the belief that
no doubt yacant lots are being sold

I today at prices which the property
will not be worth for many years to
come, .

A. J. Driscoll, president of the Mid=-
City Citizens' Association, told the
committee there are #-varanr:
ing lots in the territory of hls asso-
«iation, bounded by New Jersey ave-
nue. l6th street, G street and Florida

avenue. He voiced the opinion that
builders could get as good a retuth
from the erection of homes on these
luts in the center of the city as they
ao from new suburban homes.

W. I. Swanton of the Columbia

Jeights Citizens' Association, con-
curred in the suggestion of Mr. Oyster
thut new improvemernts be exempted
from taxation as a means of en-
couraging the erection of homes,

Gathering Price Data,

Dr. John M. Gries of the Depart-
ment of Commerce-and chairman of
the subcommittee on building mate-
rials, announced that his committea
is gathering data as to the prices of
building supplies here and in fifty
other cities as of 1913, the peak
reached in the spring of 1920 and at
the present time.

The discussion of building prices
which followed the annowncement of
Dr. Grles all emphasized the part
which high freight rates play in the
Present cost of home buflding.

John Donlin, repregenting organ-
ized labor, and several others en-

gaged in a lengthy discussion of the
<ot of steel. -

Little Steel Used.

Harry Blake, connected with a
large steel fabricating concern and
building supply house in Washing-
ton, brought this discussion to an
end when he called attention to the
fact that only about $35 worth of
steel enters into the construction of
the average home and, therefore, it
was useless to waste time discussing
the national aspects of the steel sit-
uation.

Mr. Blake declared a more Impor-
tant situation to take up is the fact
that there is a shortage In the brick
supply in Washington at the present
time. He gaid he knew of one firm
that had unfilled orders for ten mil-
lion brick.

The hearing will continue until 5
o'clock this afternoon, during which
time several other phases of the
housing situation will be taken up.

SWOLLEN MISSISSIPPI
INUNDATES 5,000 ACRES

By the Associated Press.

CAIRO, 1lL, April 15.—The leves at
Grand Tower broke this morning and
the swollen Mississippi spread over
5,000 acres of cultivated land. The
wauater is eleven feet deep in some
places. All residents are believed
1o have reached high ground.

MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 15.—With-
out venturing a prediction as to
maximum stages, a weather bureau
bulletin issued today forecasts an “in-
creased and indefinitely prolonged”
ficod in the Mississippl river as a
result of excessive rains in the Ohic
valley during the last twenty-four
hours, which caused a rise of 6.2
feet in the river at Pittsburgh; 10.2,
st Parkersburg; 9.8, at Cincinnati,
and 1.3, at Louisville, since yesterday.

TELL OF PLOT ON SOVIET.

By the Associated Press.
BERLIN, April 14—Russian sovi
representatives here have notified the
German government that a nm of
Rus=jan monarchists have arrl in
Berlid from Sofia, planning an attempt
win the life of Karl Radek, soviet envoy,
who is remaining in Berlln as llaison

oficer between Genoa and Moscow.
According to the Rote Fahne, the lead-
er of the group, whick is keeping in
¢luse touch with Bavarian monarchists,
is Col. Masalsky, former czarist officer,
who was concerned in the Kronstadt
gadlers’ mutiny in 1917,
Sl

-

|HAYS ASKED TO STOP
SHOWING OF PICTURES
FEATURING ARBUCKLE

By the Assoclated Press.

NEW YOREK, April 14—Will H.
Hays, director of the National As-
sociation of Picture Producers and
Distributors, was called upon to
prevent exhlbition of motion pic-
tures featuring Roscoe C. “Fatty”
Arbuckle by the Lord's Dal Alli-
ance of New York in a letter made
public today.

Calling Arbuckle’'s acquittal of a
charge of manslaughter and the
jury's statement in his behalf a
“whitewash,” the letter to Mr.
Hays says:

“We appeal to you. We are not
informed as to the exact bounds of
your authority in the motion pic-
ture industry, but heretofore you
have granted interviews and au-
thorized public statements con-
taining sentiments which your fel-
low citizens interested in the moral
wellbeing of the nation have grate-
fully welcomed.

“The request, therefore, which
we respectfully urge upon you ls
tkat you use your authority to In-
tervene and prevent the outrage to
the moral sensibilities of the citi-
zens of this country threatened in
the proposal to again exhibit any
Arbuckle films.

“In case it should be that the ex-
ercise of such authority is not
within the bounds of your power
as director of the motion picture
industry, we then urge that you
use your great personal influence
fo:;! the accomplishment of this
end.”

At the offices of Mr. Hays today
it was sald he had gone to Sulli-
van, Ind, to spend Easter, and
would reply to the letter when he
returned next week,

CONFEREES AGREE
" INSITEFORHONE

Institution for Feeble-minded
to Be Located at Blue
Plains. '

The conferees on the District ap-
proprintion bill have agreed-to locate
| the Home for Feeble-minded on the
00 weres with the Home for the Aged

Infirm at Blue Plains. An ap-
» * ‘tion of §250,000 is to be carried
for er «tion of a bullding.

Whily tentative asgreements 'have
been reached on the new conduit from
Great Falls and most of the other
matters in dispute between the House
and Benate, it Is probable, according
to Chalrman Davis, of the House con-
ferees and others who have been at-
tending the conferences, that the agree-
ment between the two houses will not
be reported for another week at least.

Big Stumbling Bleock.
The rewriting of the first paragraph

lations between the federal and Distriet
governments is the blggest stumbling
block and is holding up the report. It
is learned that there are now three dis-
tinct propositions regarding the word-
ing of this paragraph before the con-
ferees.

One proposition was prepared by Sen-
ator Jones, author of the Senate amend-
ment, which would entirely change the
fiscal relations; another one is by Rep-
resentative Evans of Nebraska, a repub-
lican House conferee, and the third by
Representative Johnson of Kentucky,
the democratic. House conferee.

It is still possible that in the final
draft some disposition may be made of
the accumulated surplus to the credit of
the District. Bome of the conferees are
known to be determined that the entire
question regarding fiscal relations shall
be disposed of once and for all at the
present sitting.

Joker Discovered.

A joker is said to have been discovered
In the Senate gmendment, in that the
House bill wrote a definite appropriation
into the first paragraph of its bill on.
a 60-40 per cent basis, whereas in its
first paragraph the Senate does not
make an appropriation, and therefore if
the Senate draft was accepted it would
be impossible for the District to really
draw any money out of the Treasury.

A similar joker appears in regard to
the Klingle Road Valley Park, the Piney
Branch Valley Park and the Patterson
tract, In to these the Senate
amendment provides for giving jurisdic-
tion over these tracts to the calef of
engineers of the Army and appropriates
about a million dollars for carrying out
these purposes, but it does not make any
appropriation for the purchase of these
tracts. It is argued that if the Senate
amendment was ted the present
owners would still retain thelr prop-
erty rights in these tracts, .

PRESIDENT NAMES WOMAN.

Mrs. Joseph T. Bowen of Chicago
has been appointed by President
Harding as a delegate to the pan-
American _women's conference to be
“held at Baltimore this spring.

of the bill which covers the fiscal re-.

WASHNGTON MAY
GET BIg HOSPTAL
FORVETERANS USE

Enlarging oi Mount Alto or
New Institution Now Be-
lieved Assured.

LANGLEY BILL PASSAGE
PROVIDES NEEDED FUNDS

President Has Already Indicated
His Approval—3,000 Patients
in This District.
Washington may get either a great
new veterans' hospital or additions
to Mount Alto Hospital, through allo-
cation of funds from the Langley bill
‘passed yesterday by the Hﬁuu. and
now awaiting the President's signa-
ture. Seventeen million dollars is
appropriated for expenditure by the
Veterans’ Bureau. The President has
indicated his willingness to sign the
bill. )
Although it is understood tentative

been proposed by the Neterans' Bu-
reau, and no definite proportlon has
as yet been assigned to ¢he foumth
district, of which Washington is the
most important center, it was learned
today that in certain Influential cir-
cles there is a strong movement to
have erected In this city a great gen-
eral hospital, of the nature of Walter
Reed, but of permanent construction,
for the use of the Veterans' Bureau—
to leave Walter Reed for the Army
alone.

Director Forbes of the Veterans'
Bureau is understood to have stated
that hospitals will be constructed
with the money provided by the
Langley bill,/at places where they are
most needed, and that there will be
no heeding to political influence for
the relocation.

3,000 Patlents in Fourth Distriet.

The fourth dsitrict has put in clalm
to its share of the seventeen millfon
dollars, and owing to the high rela-
tive importance of the district, it has
been estimated that perhaps this dis-
trict might receive about one-tenth of
the appropriation. The district Is
third in the list, as to number of hos-
pitalized patients, with 3,000, being
surpassed oniy by the New York, or
second district, comprising the states
of New York and New Jersey, and
the fifth district In the southeast, in-
cluding great hospitals in the Blue
Ridge mountains.

Officlal epinion as to just what
should be located in Washington in
the new building program has been
dlvit}ed. :t was learned, aomia officlals
Lpulling fer a great geperal -
in - Washington, others holding y
this city offers too many dive 8
for the rapid progress of convllqe--'
ing patients, &

“*The dire need of the fourth distriet,"™
sald Capt. Albert E. Haan, managér of-
the fourth district for the Veterans'
Bureau, “is for a tubercular hospital.”
The fourth district, he ex has
at present no place for the care of
tuberculars, and is compelled to send
the men into other districts, farther
from their homes for hospitalization.
Request has been entered for one or
two hospitals for the fourth district,
Capt. Haan =aid, but as yet no de-
clsion has been reached.

Several sites have already been in-
spected, for the location of a tubercular
hospital should funds ever be avallable,
it was announced, the investigators
going over several locations In the
Allegheny mountains, from Berkeley
Springs on the north to White Sulphur
Springs on the south.

Brig. Gen. Charles E. Sawyer, head
of the federal board of hospitalization,
is understood to have favored in a gemn-
eral way, a large hospital for Washing
ton In addition to present facilities,
though it has not been definitely an-
nounced that he would favor building
it under the terms of the new appro-
priation to the Vetel;anl' Bureau.

SCORES SENATOR FRANCE.

Charged With Criminal Corre-

spondence With Foreigners.

Complaint against Benator France
of ‘Maryland was filed today by Mlias
Mary G. Kilbreth of Néw York, vice
president of the Woman Patriot Pub-
lishing Company, who asked the At-
torney General to prosecute Senator
France for alleged violation of the
statute prohibiting criminal corre-
spondence with foreign governments
in his communications to foreign
delegates to the Genoa conference.

In her complaint to the Attorney
General Miss Kilbreth cites the stat-
ute in guestion and cable messages
declared sent by Senator France to
Lloyd George, Barthou, *“Facta”
Wirth and Tchitcherin, at the Genoa
conference as violations of the act.

WORSHIPPERS LASHED WITH THORNS
TIE BLEEDING BROTHER TO CROSS

Bpecial Dispatch to The Star.

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., April 15.
—In four counties of New Mexico
anfl the eastern part of Arizona
scores of members of Los Her-
manos Penitentes (the penitent
brothers) today are picking cactus
spines from their own and each
other's backs. Other members,
who played stellar roles in the
crucifixion ceremonies of the or-

der on Good Friday, are lying in
improvised tents terribly ex-
hausted. Y

Although great secrecy usually
is imposed concerning the obser-
vation of the penitent celebration,
this year the bars were somewhat
let down. One of the ceremonials
took place only a short distance
from this place and was watched
by a party of selected sightseers
fr~m here. .
‘The largest and most important
of the colonies of the sect gath-
ers annually at the Easter season
in a cleft in the San Dias moun-
tains, south of Albuquerque. Here
they ‘I’ph each other with their
plaite cactus and erect thelr
cross. Each family that attended
Friday's ceremonial had prepared
for days for the trip into the
mountains. Only the most simple
means of transportation was used.
The majori of the penitents
added to their castigation ' by
making, the trip on foot, The

the childr

aged nnd; nn'v re &ly
" :_;% ;-

R R Y

lowed to ride in rude wagons or
upon burros, However, the aged
were 'not excluded from the whip-
ping ceremonles, and, if one had
lost his or her life, because of the
fanatical practices, he would have
been considered a fortunate
brother, who “had been called
above washed of his sins.”
Prostrated in Prayer. .
. Arrived at the chosen spot, in-
dicated weeks previously by the
priests and chieftains, the peni-
tents established their rude camps,
although very little attention was
paid to physical comfort. Twelve
brethren were selected to erect the
cross. Throughout Thutsday night
all prostrated themselves in prayer,
chanting the words in unison. On
a peak overlooking the valley was
stationed & lookout, who remained
rigidly scanning the eastern sky
for the first faint traces of the
—~morning sun. As the warning
streaks of red signalled the break
of dawn on Friday morning this
sentinel raised his voice in a loud,
wild warning the praying.
brethren that their hour was ap-
pro&nhlnﬁ
Immediately the accumulated
castus  whips were paased out, .
several belng allotted to each fam-
ily. The male members were strip-
ped to the waist. Only thin gar-
ments were permlitted on the oth-
ers, and these hung In tatters on
the blgeding, swollen bodies long
heﬁm_-e the ceremonies were at an
end. =

allocation of the funds provided has|

- nation at
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WILSON'S HEALTH
GAINING STEADILY

Former President Working
More Every Day, But He
Shuns Polities.

BY DAVID LAWRENCE.

Former President Woodrow Wilson
is In better health today than at any
time since his breakgdown in Septem-
ber, 1919. He is able to walk around
his home, for instance, without the
assistance of a cane or the support of
a companion. His volice is clear. He
does more work every day.

This constant improvement has sur-
prised physicians. Not long ago Dr.
Charles Mayo of Rochester, Minn., vis-
ited Mr. Wilson and pronounced his
condition as remarkgble. He attrib-
i oration almost entirely.
"to Mr. n's indomitable will. Mr,
Wilson has obeyed physicians’ in-
structions’ implicitly and has not at-
tempted to engage in public contro-
versy or debate. The temptation to
do so has. at times been overwhelm-
ing. He has not written any books
for publication as yet, nor has he ac-
cepted any of the numerous oppor-
tunities offered him to write for
newspapers on curréent events. He
conceives the duty of an ex-Presi-
dent is to keep silent. He has refused
steadfastly to do anything that might
embarrass the incumbent Presldent,
In this course Mr. Wilson is said to
feel a certain sense of self-satisfac-
tion, for he belleves his example is
in contrast to the activities of ex-
Presidents during his own term as
President.

Cheered at Thenter.

Mr. Wilson lives a quiet life, and
only occasionally is visible to Wash-
ington peopld. He rides in his agto-
moblile eround the parks almost dalily.
He has been attending vaudeville Sat-
urday nights, gnd lately has been go-
ing to the matinees. He received a re-
markable ovation Wednesday when
he attended a matinee of “Ziegfeld
Follies.”

Attention has been focused again on
the question of Mr. Wilson’s health
because he has seen fit to take Issue
publicly with his former secretary,
Joseph P. Tumulty. The incident is
still the sensation of the hour, with
all sorts of explanations being offered
in political circles as to the causes of
the Wilson letter to a New York
newspaper repudiating the mes
conveyed by Mr. Tumulty to a politi-
cal dinner at which former Gov. Cox
of Ohio made the principal address.

The feeling between the McAdoo
and Cox factions of the democratic
party, is very intense, and it was gen-
erally believed hereabouts that the
McAdoo wing of the party had been
influential in persuading Mr. Wilson
to repudiate the Tumulty message.
Many of the McAdoo followers have
felt that Mr, Tumulty might .have
assisted them materially by taking
sides in the preconvention fight which
culminated in the nomination of Gov.

Cox in 1920. .
Despalr of Harmeny.

The factionallism in the democratic
party is so intense that many demo-
crats of nf.tionll prominence have de-
spaired of harmony. Mr, Cox's
speeches have been so obviously In
support of the major Wilson policies,
especially the league of nations, that
Mr. Wilson cannot take sides against
him, no matter how friendly he might
wish to be to the other factions. As

the MecAdoo supporters, there is
:n':»rovld.'nee to show they are receiv-
ing any direct encouragement from
Mr. Wilson. There is," on the con-
trary, every reﬂn to belleve that
for the present, at least, Mr. Wilson
iz trying to keep hands off and is
anxious to have the democrats of the
country know he Is maintaining abso-
lute neutrality. This may be one
T n why he was irritated over the
u::'gmda of the Tumulty message by
some of those who interpreted it as
friendly to the political for:unas of
James M. Cox. Mr. Wilson is getting
better physically, but it is doubtful
whether he will ever get into the po-
litical fray again.
! (Copyright, 1922.)

FIFTY WOMEN ASK OFFICE

Pennsylvania Aspirants < Include
Four Seeking Congress Seats.
HARRISBURG, Pa., April 15.—More
than “fifty Pennsylvania women are
aspirants for political office in the
stute this year. They haye announced

themselves candidates for nomi-
rimaries next month.
Four are m-ngidntea for Cengress,

" (Continued ?n Page

15, Column 2.)

l. The worshipers ranged them- 0

but most of'them seek seats in the
state’ leglslat ; BT

THORNE OUT FOR SENATE.

Couneel for Farm Federation Re-
signs to Run in Iowa.

By the Assoclated Preas.

CHICAGO, April 15. — Clifford
Thorne, general counsel for the
American Farm Bureau: Federation,
today formally announced his candli-
dacy for the republican nomination

for United States seénator from
Iowa. He simultaneously tendered
his resignation to thre Farm Bureau
Federation.

DISTRIGT AGENTS -
JOIN WAR ON RATS

Fire Chief Warns of Danger
~of Rodents Starting
.. Conflagration.

Three groups .of District agents
who come daily in contact with the
‘public were enrolled today for serv-
ice in the Commissioners’ war on rats.

These agencies are: The inspection
force of Fire Marshal Selb, the corps
of food Inspectors, headed by Dr. R.
R. Ashworth, and the sanitary inspec-
tion force, led by Chief Inspector
Charles R. Holman. \

Records of the fire department show
that rats and mice are responsible
for many fires in Washington every
year, and Fire Chlef George Watson
expreszsed the belief that his inspec-
tors engaged In fire prevention work
will play an important part in the
campaign against rats by calling to
the attention of merchants, apart-
ment house owners and heads of of-
fice buildings, the danger of rodents

starting conflagrations.

Most of the fires caused by rats re-
sult from matches left where they
can be gnawed. Chief Watson said
that in old buildings, where electric
wires may not be iInclosed in pipa
there Is even greéater possibility of
rats starting fires.

The fire chief has In his office ‘a
gruesome- picture of a huge rat that
was found electrocuted on the wires
in a buflding. He had gnawed at the
insulation until he reached the llve
current and was instantly riveted-to
the wire, dead.

Might Start Blase.

In this particular instance the only
result was the death of the rat, but
it might as easily have been the
starting of a disastrous blaze.

So, the Commissioners point out, it
behooves every business man and
householder to start after the rats
on his premises, not only as a health
measure, but as a means of prevent-
Ing fires that might destroy the
property.

Records in the fire marshal’s office
show that eince the beginning of the
current fiscal year, July 13 1921, to
April 1, 1822, seventeen fires In
Wasghington have been traced di-
rectly to rats and mice. There, no
doubt, were others whers the evi-
dence was not sufficlent to place the
blame on these four-legged pests.

This is a marked Increase over the
tecord for the last fiseal year, when

r fires were attributed to
::g :1?: there are several months of
the present fiscal year to be counted,
Here is how fires caused by
rats have been -distributed over the
past six months: October, 2; Novem-
ber, 4; December, 2; January, 3; Feb-
ruary, 5, and March, 1

Iustructed to Co-Operate.
Health Officer William C. Fowler
summoned Dr. Ashworth, chief food
inspector, and Mr. Holman, head of
the sanitary inspection service, to his

offige this morning and instructed,

them to co-operate in the anti-rat

campaign.

All of these inspectors will, in
making their daily rounds, call the
rat campaign to the attention of
storekeepers, lunchroom proprietors,
managers of  Industrial establish-
ments and owners of junk shopa.

The inspectors will ask ~each pro-
prietor to regard it as a civic duty
to rid his premises of rats. The in-
spectors will warn food dealers to
exercise great care If they use
poison to catch rats.

The health officer would prefer to
see traps used in such places.

PROVIDES NEW D. C. JUDGES.

_ Under a bill introduced today by
Senator Phipps of Colorajlo, two ad-
ditional justices of the Court of Ap-
peals for the Distriet of ' Columbia

would be provided. The bill was re-
ferred to the Senate judlciary com-
mittee. -

{out of town.

HOUSE AGAN GETS
D RENTMEASIRE

Concurrence With Senate’s
Action Expected Within
Next Two Weeks.

The Ball rent act, extending the life of
the Rent Commission in the District for
two years, waich passed the Senate yes-
terday, went back to the House today.
It is generally believed that the House
will promptly concur in the Senate ac-
tion within two weeks.

While it is pointed out that a similar
act passed the House before by an over-
whelming majority, some opposition has
since developed, and new features have
been added which the members of the
House District committee are anxious to
study carefully before they take action.

Chairman Focht of the House Dis-
trict co tes and Representative
Ralph Gilbert of Kentucky,” who I8
now the ranking demccrat, are both

views until they have “had time to
study the bill. Representative Mills-
paugh of Missourl today Issued a
statement in opposition to this legis-
Iation, and Representative Wheeler of
Illinois said, “We extended the time
before, and we will do it again. There
is some opposition, but that will be
easlly overcome.”

Dr. Wilbur Crafts was at the Capi-
tol today urflnz members of the
committee that too much considera-
tion had been given to the tenants
and not enough corsideration to the
landlords, wurging that the House
committee should consider the rights
and complaints of the landlords as
well as those of the tenants.

Atftack by Millspaugh,
Attack on the proposed extension
of the Ball rent act was made In the

House today by Representative Mills-
augh of Migsouri, a member of the
g!m:lse District committee, who said
he had personally investigated the
gituation, and spoke at this time, “in
order that the members may have
time to consider the evil effecta of this
measure, so that if the attempt ls
again made to force It through the
House under gag rule, the members
;nny act with full knowledge of the

acts.” - o

Representative Millspaugh said that,
“gtarting with the well founded sus-
_plelon . that the Rent Commriesion was
responsible for a goodly portion of
the trouble, I deemed it wise to make
an examination of its activities or
inactivities, a8 you may choose to
call it, and upon merely & cursory
investigation I am convinced that
this Utopian scheme is the cause of
the distress of the wage-earners -as
well as of the man of moderate means
in the District.

“Although the commission is more than
a thousand cases behind its docket, it
has recently. partially abandoned the
docket where the rights of wage earners
are involved, and has, upon its own
initiative, taken up the matter of fixing
rents for the Chastleton and other apart-
ments, which are occupled principally
by, millionaires, senators and representa-
tives, in the meantime allowing the
wage earners to be mulcted. -

“The commission !s now more than
seven months behind in its hearings,
and a reference to its docket reveals
the fact that there were 800 com-
plaints filed from September 12, 1921,
to November 28, 1921, of which num-
ber 48 have been acted upon.

“In an official statement of the com-
mission for the month of March, 1922,
it is shown that 196 rent cases were
denied by the commission, resulting in
an increase in rent of $311.50 per
month and & decrease of $1,277 per
month, making a net decrease In
rents for the entire month of $965.50.

' Estimated Year's Reductions.

“Assuming that.this is a fair aver-
age of the result of the deliberations
and determinations of the commis-
sion, it will readily appear that the
total net reduction of rents for one
year will be less than $12,000, while
the expenses of the commissior to

(Continued on Page 2, Column 3.)

ther members of the!
committee decline to express their

STUART OUT ON BOND.

|Alemdrla Lawyer to Take Case
to Iiglier Court
Bpecial Dispatch to The Star.
ALEXANDRIA, Va.,, April 15.—At-
torney Frank Btuart, who yesterday
morning was fined $25 and sentenced
to serve flve days in jall by Judge
Robinson Moncure for alleged con-
tempt of court, this morning appeared
before Judge Moncure in chamber and
made application to the court for

bond, preparatory to applying to the
state court of appeals for a writ of
error.

Judge Moncure fixed his bonf at
$250, which was furnished by M. B,
Harlow. Attorney Stuart, therefore,
will not spend the five days in jail,
pending the decision of the appeals
court. He has gixty days in which to
apply to the higher court for a writ
of error.

BETTER BUSINESS
FOUND BY MEYER

General Improvement Seen
on Tour of Twenty States
West of Mississippi.

Business conditions in the west and
southwest have improved 100 per
cent over last fall, Eugene Meyer, jr.,
managing director of the War Fi-
nance Corporation, declared today
upon his return from a survey of
twenty states west of the Missis-
sippl, made at the request of Presi-
dent Harding. N

“Easier money in the east is bring-
ing money on land mortgages into
the west for the first time In a long
time,” said Mr. Meyer. *“Mines are
reopening, which should help condi-
tions in Utah, Montana and Arizona,

“Agriculturally the outiook for
crop planting is a little late, but
this is more than compensated for by

the prevailing moisture. There iz a
feeling that agricultural prospects
have never “been so0o good =in Yyears
because of the moisture. and, in sec-
tions where there has heen & scarc-
ity of rain for the last two years, the
outlook is good, and farmers are
much encouraged.”

The larger banks throughout the
west, he asserted,”report condition as
much improved, but the smaller
banks are dependent upon the out-
come of the yvear's harvest. Farmers
will be able, he added, to produce the
cheapest crop in wvears, as there is
a satisfactory supply of lalpor in evi-
dence, with increased efficidney.

The buying power of the farmers,
Mr. Mayer asserted, will be somewhat
restricted this year, as they are buy-
ing only necessities.

Improvement in the corn belt, he
said, is reflected in the advertising
in newspapers and farm journals. In
the northwest cattle country, he saild,
he found evidences of increased buy-
ing. Mr. Meyer said it was too early
to indicate cotton prospects for the
coming year, although the remainder
of last'vear's crop is being moved In
an orderiy manner. Some railroad
construction, he declared, is starting
up in the southwest for the first time
in five yvears, and a moderate but dis-
tinct movement of hom kers to
the southwest has begun.

Mr. Meyer announced that for the
past three weeks the War Finance
Corporation loans had been less than
repayvments, disbursements and re-
payment for the period approximat-
ing about $15,000,000.

WILL VOTE TODAY
ON SIZE OF NAVY

House to Uecide on Amend-
ment Providing 86,000
Men.

The House by umniﬁmus consent
agreed today to vote late this after-
noon on an amendment to the naval
appropriation bill providing for an
enlisted force of 86,000 m¢n. The vote

will come at the end of four hours of
debate, which started shortly after
1 o'clock.

Running uppermost in the minds of
House members, as they sguared
away today for the first big fight over
the enlisted personnel section of the
naval bill, was the thought that if
they cut it to 67,000 the Senate would
increase It.

Some had advocated a split between
the committee figures e Me-
Arthur amendment calling for 86,000
which had the Indorsement of Presl-
dent Harding, but as it had narrowed
down to a stralght test between “big
and little” navy men, neither side
seiemed willing to consider a compro-
mise.

Should the committee proposal be
adopted, as Chairman Kelley claimed,
tkere would be no chance of a recorded
vote in the House proper. But should
the amendment providing for R6,000
win, as its backers claimed, Chatrman
Kelley said he would demand a record
vote next week In the House, in the
hope of overturning it.

PRESIDENT MEETS GIRLS.

Twenty-Five Camp Fire Members
Hike From Baltimore.

President Harding today received
twenty-five Camp Fire Girls from
Baltimore, who walked from that
city to Washington in two days, and
who were headed by Miss Lola Tebbs.
The presentations wer® made’ by Rev.
A. H Zimmerman of Washington and
Great Falls, Va. The girls presented
to the executive a large basket of
pink roses as & token of their good
wishes and esteem.

UNSCALED MOUNTAIN IS CLIMBED
BY TWO ‘U. S. COLLEGE ATHLETES

By the Associated Press.
ALEXANDROPOL, Armenia, April
15.—After baffling expert moun-
tain climbers for years, the great
Mount Alagheus, one of thé high-
est peaks in the Caucasus, has
been ascended by two American
college athletes, Roy Davly Mon-
ticello, Ark.,. and R. H. Anderson
of Connecticut. Davis was an all-
round athlete at Erskine and later
base ball coach for the American
College In Egypt. Anderson was
captain of Wesleyan's 1918 foot
ball team. 3 .
Kon;it Alagheuz rises 13,600

-
5.

feet from a broad plateau about
thirty miles east of Alexandropol
The Americans had made two
previous attempts to reach tha
summit, which is regarded as even
more difficult thao the ascent of
Mount Blanc. On their third and
ssful attempt they mounted
nearly to the snowline, on Ameri-
can Army mules, which left 5,000
feet of the most dificult and. peri-
lous climbing before them.
Passing the night in a little
Kurdish- village below the snow- "
line, they started at 8 o'clock in
the morning and. by rapid climb-

ing reached the summit before
dark. After carving their names
eddress

nnimrd to
midnight.

‘in a rock, they
the 8,080-foot level by

DISTINCT PROGRESS
MADE AT GENGA UN
RUSSIANQUESTION

Soviets Present Concrete
Financial Proposals Favor-
able to Allies.

PILES DOWN FOR BRIDGE,
DECLARES LLOYD GEORGE

Germans in Saar Appeal to Confer-
ence and Pope—French Auto-
cratic, They Say.

By the Associnted Press,

GENOA, April  15.—A distinet ad-
vance toward settlement of the Rus-
slan question *was registered by the
economic conference today, conference
leaders declared.

Prime Minister Lloyd George of
Great Britain expressed this view in
one of his characteristic figurative
ulterances, saying:

“We are building a bridee across
the stream,” he said. “We have driven
some of the piles, we are now in the
deepest part of, the current, and are
driving them into the mud at the bot-
tom. The bridge i= not yet above
water, the piles are firmly fixed, and
we are stili hammering at them.”

The Russian delegates and the ex-
perts of th inviting powers met
again this mbrning at Mr. Lloyd's
George’'s villa, and in the afternoon
the chiefs of these delegations joined
them in the discussion, which up to
today, had consisted chieily of state-
ments of maximum demands by both
Eroups.

Russinns Present Proposals.

The Russians, it became known to-
day, have presented goncrete financial
proposals in which they say they
are in perfect accord with the allies
over the urgent necessity of estab-
lishing a monetary basis in all coun-
tries, putting an end to “feudalism,”
which they declare {8 reigning espe-
cially in.the matter of exchanges.

They aleo agree to the necessity
for each country to balance its own
budget, curtail paper currency and
reduce expenses, especially those for
armaments, which they declare in
some countries are the chief causec
of deficits.

They urge an Anglo-American ac-
cord in order to establish a perma-
nent purchasing power for their cur-
rency, which they declare should
become the basise for European cur-
rencies. They insist upon the ne-
cessity of granting credits or loans
of gold to states whose financial
conditions are bad. They give as an
example the American federal re-
serve banks, which they =ay might
put part of their gold reserve at the
disposal of central banks of countries
needing it, doing by lending gold
or by opening s L credits.

Propose ¥Money Canvention.

The Russians also propose an inter-
national monetary comvention, whose
object would be to fix a stable ratio
between the currencles of the va-
rious states. They concluce thelr
proposals by emphasizing Russia's
urgent need of being granted a loan
in order to stabilize it currency.

Mr. Lloyd George, in discussing the
situation with the Assoclated Press
correspondent, said capitalism, which
had been expected to be the chiefl
stumbling block in e¢ffecting an agree-
ment with the Russians, had been
scarcely touched at all, and that ap-
parently this would be greatly over-
shadowed by financial problems.

Financial and economic experts of
Great Britain, France, Italy and Belgium
gathered today to continue the discus-
slons, began yesterday, of the conditions
under which the rehabllitation of Rus-
sia will be undertaken. They were to
be jolned by the principal delegates
of the four inviting powers and so-
viet Russia in the afternoon.

The discussions were started yes-
terday at an informal meeting of the
more important delegates in the villa
of Mr. Lloyd George, British prime
minister, tha basis of negotiation be-
ing the report prepared by the allied
experts in l.ondon, copies-of which
were handed to the Russians earlier

in the week.
Seviet Reply Postponed.

The soviet delegates were to have
made their reply to the report today,
but this has been postponed indefi-
nitely, and will probably be based on
the understanding reached at the
present serles of conferences. It is
understood that the soviet delegates
have expressed wlillingness to ac-
knowledge Russia’s pre-war debts
and to cancel their claims against
the alllies if the alltes will do like-
wise with Russia's war debts.

Yesterday's informal meéeting really
marked the Inauguration of a steer-
ing committee, and is in line with the
efforts of Mr. Lloyd George and other
Jeaders to speed up the work of the
conference. It 18 believed differences
of opinion can be more easily adjust-
ed In private conference, thus elimi-
nating long debates at full sessions
of the various commissions of which
the conference proper is composed.
There has been a total absence of for-
mal dinners and luncheons, but the
leaders are dining together in small
groups and utilizing the meal time for
conference business.

Experts Tackling Issues.

The designation of numbers of small
subcommissions also is in line with
this policy of time-saving. Under this
scheme, conslderation of the main
subjects is left chiefly to experts, ‘and
interminable discussions by those not
thoroughly informed e avoided.

month has been set as the
tigg.llmu. in which the diplomats
generally expect it will be known
whether the conference can achieve
jts purposes. Mr. Lloyd George ex-
pects to leave on April 27, and is mak-
ing every effort to have the big de-
cisions arranged before then.
Although the conference worked un-

(Continued on Page 2, C'olumn 8.)
———

’ . -
Today’s News in Brief.
District agents join war on rats.
Page 1
tter business seen by head of War
B‘B‘inanee Corporation. Page 1
Washington may get new general hos-
pital for veterans. Page 1

for coal strike.
Unions blamed fo Foge 2
t in Senate promises to be
T:;ig“ﬂ.zn:‘ :on:ut, with result in
doubt. Page 2
t. Wanner, local diver, to try to
mr:cover bodles from eabin of sub-
merged boat. Page 2
Creditors of defunct steamship com-

any to amount ofy $1,500,000 as-
J fured of early definite action.
: Page 4

Committee of Fine Arts Society will

jve instruction In growing of
! wars and vines. Pakc iv
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